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NARROW ESCAPE FROM WAR WITH ENGLAND. 

Most persons seemed to take it for granted, that Lord Ashburton's 
mission to this country, removed at once all danger of war ; but the history 
of that negotiation shows how near we came, after all, to an open rupture, 
and how slight a circumstance averted the catastrophe. 

" When Lord Ashburton arrived at Washington, he took an early day to 
open the subject of his mission ; and with the frankness which marked his 
whole course throughout that negotiation, he advised Mr. Webster, that 
the nature of his instructions forbade his yielding any portion of the 
disputed territory north of the line of highlands claimed by the British 
Government to be the true boundary. This of course presented the 
question in a very serious light ; and Mr. Webster very promptly informed 
his Lordship, that he must either recede from this demand, or terminate 
his mission. As his instructions were peremptory, he was about to close 
his mission of peace, and war between the two countries appeared inevitable ; 
when Mr. Webster persuaded him to enter into a full examination of the 
whole question with a view to make himself acquainted with its real 
merits. This he did in obedience to Mr. W's urgent solicitations ; and 
such was the character of Mr. Webster's representation of the facts, that 
Lord Ashburton acknowledged his conviction of the injustice of the claim 
of his Government to the extent insisted upon, and actually agreed to 
remain at Washington until he could receive additional instructions from 
his Government, instead of promptly closing his mission as he was 
authorized to do." 

Thus we see that, but for the personal influence of one man, the very 
mission of peace would only have hastened war! Had public sentiment 
been what it was fifty years before, those negotiators would have separated 
at once, and let the parties appeal to the sword. 

Continued Liabilities to War.— Many suppose we are now safe 
from all danger of war, and need no more efforts in the cause of peace; 
but we might as well say there is no need of any more exertions for 
temperance until we see all around us actually reeling into the gutter. 
The custom of using ardent spirits, the source of intemperance, still 
continues; and until that ceases, we must labor in the cause of temperance. 
So of war. The principle of settling national disputes by the sword, is yet 
retained through Christendom itself; the entire war-system is now ready 
any moment for its work of blood ; and, so long as this system continues, 
we cannot with safety suspend or relax our exertions in this cause. The 
magazine is continually liable to explosion; and our only security lies in a 
public sentiment distinctly and loudly demanding peace. 



HOME INTELLIGENCE. 

Besides the article, " from experience," which would properly come under 
this head, we have room for little more. Our Secretary, besides visiting 
Providence and its vicinity in Rhode Tsland, and ten or twelve places in 
Massachusetts, has spent one Sabbath at the Theological Seminary in 
Andover; a field of usefulness the most important of all, but hitherto far 
too much neglected. We are glad to learn, that our President, always 
disposed to such services, has found time to lecture on the subject of peace 
in some important places in New Hampshire. We also subjoin a few 
brief extracts from the Secretary's monthly report : 

The Result of one Day's Preaching. — "I spent," says our Secretary, 
"the last Sabbath of the year in Wrentham and Foxborough. In the 
former place, the cause had been presented for a series of years, but in the 
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latter only once before; yet, in revisiting those places, I secured in 
prospect the circulation of more than 300 Advocates at the lowest price — 
200 in Wrentham, and 120 in Foxborough. I know not how much good my 
preaching may have done; but so many Advocates cannot every month go 
into those two towns without producing effects that will be felt for good on 
coming generations. Let as much be done through the nation ; and war 
will never curse us again." 

Influence of Ministers. — "In both these cases, as in most others, I 
was indebted very much to the kind countenance and encouragement of 
the pastors. They introduced me some years before, and have been wont 
themselves to preach on the subject more or less. Such a course will be 
sure to embalm the cause of peace ere-long in the hearts of their people, 
and lead them to support it as they do other good causes." 

Effect of Information on this Subject. — "Mr. Ladd, I believe, 
visited W. twice ; I have been there three times ; and these visits constitute 
all the means from abroad, except the Advocate, that have been used there 
in five or six years — not so much in six years as is done in many places 
for temperance in six months. Yet the cause has taken so strong a hold 
on the public mind, that a similar change through Christendom would soon 
put an end to war. 

I noted the very general disposition to read on peace. The Advocate 
has been extensively taken for some years ; and the result is very natural, 
a decided interest in the work as well as the subject If people would 
only read enough to get into this mighty theme, we should hear, from 
persons of intelligence, no more complaints of finding it difficult to take an 
interest in peace publications." 

What one Man can do. — "The prosperity of our cause in Wrentham, 
is attributable very much to Dr. L., a sort of factotum for this and all other 
good causes, worth a score of ordinary friends ; and, with one such man in 
every town, we could soon reach and move the nation." 
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